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STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY
 
PURPOSE AND MISSION
 

• The California State Board of Optometry was created by the California
Legislature in 1937 to safeguard the public’s health, safety, and welfare. 

•	 Board makeup (BPC 3010.5) as of 2016 

•	 11 members 

•	 1 professional member- registered as a dispensing optician, spectacle lens dispenser,
or contact lens dispenser in good standing with the Board 



	 

	 

	 


 

 


 
	 

BOARD MAKEUP, CONT… 

•	 Dispensing Optician Committee (BPC 3020) 

•	 Advise and make recommendations to Board re the regulation of dispensing 
opticians, SLD, and CLD. 

•	 5 members 

• 1 member of the board
 
• 1 SLD/CLD
 

• 1 RDO
 
•	 2 public members 



	 

	 


 

BOARD RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Instituting disciplinary action for violations of laws and regulations governing
the practice of optometry when warranted. 

•	 Licensing Laws and state boards were created by the state legislature to regulate 
the practice of licensee in order to protect the public from incompetent, 
negligent and unscrupulous practitioners, by instituting disciplinary action.  
Public protection is the “highest priority” for a licensing agency. 

•	 Licensing laws are also intended to prevent future harm that has not yet 

occurred.
 



	 

	 

	 

	 

AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES 

•	 Enforcement Program 

•	 Accusation- seeks discipline (revocation or probation/suspension) of a license 
based on violations of laws regulating the practice 

•	 Petition to Revoke Probation-seeks to revoke a  license based on failure to 
comply with terms of probation 

•	 Statement of Issues-seeks to deny a license based on violations of laws 
regulating the practice or that render a person unfit for the practice applied 




 

 

DISPENSING OPTICIAN COMMITTEE
 
RESPONSIBILITIES (BPC 3020)
 

• Reviewing of the disciplinary guidelines relating to registered dispensing
opticians, nonresident contact lens sellers, spectacle lens dispensers, and
contact lens dispensers. 

• Recommending to the board changes or additions to regulations adopted
pursuant to Chapter 5.5 (commencing with Section 2550). 
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